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At the end of last term our Heads of Senior School, Phoebe and Henry, organised a collection in 
recognition of Mr and Mrs Walliker’s 20 years’ service at St. Edmund’s School.  The parents’ generosity 
was overwhelming, so not only did they raise enough money for a beautiful  commemorative shield, 
which is now in pride of place outside Mr Walliker’s office, but the kind generosity of the parents 
also went towards a much wanted new addition to the school.  Six months after losing their 
previous dog Maddie, Mr and Mrs Walliker decided the time was right to introduce another four 
legged friend to the St. Edmund’s community.  Eight week old Sapphi the black Labrador arrived just 
before half-term and started school a few weeks later.  She really has been one of the highlights 
of this term, both amongst the children and the staff.  Welcome to your new life at St. Ed’s Sapphi!

A new arrival

Heads of School Announced
As Winston Churchill famously said, “the price of greatness is 
responsibility” and with these words echoing around the school 
corridors, the Headmaster was delighted to award Toby Walker 
and Sarah Whiteley (Form 11) with their Senior School Head 
Crests, and Amelia Norwood and Rohan Sabharwal (Form 8) with 
their Prep School Head Ties.  Head Boy and Head Girl in both 
the Senior and Prep school are the most prestigious roles that 
our pupils can obtain so many congratulations to you all.  #St. Ed’s 
wishes you luck in your new role as Ambassadors of St. Ed’s. 

Many use the first appearance of the John Lewis advert 
as their official start to Christmas but at St. Ed’s it is our 
Nativity performances that signal Christmas is on its way!  
Congratulations to all of our Christmas Stars.

Full Stories (pages 7 and 9)

Christmas Stars
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Congratulations to our Ties Goodbye Tash
Usually at this time of year, we say goodbye to our three international 
gap students who have spent the past year assisting in all areas of life 
at St. Ed’s, but due to Covid (the most used phrase this term!), two 
of our original ‘Gappies’ returned home to New Zealand and South 
Africa in March just before the world went into Lockdown.  However, 
we were lucky enough to keep one of the original three who was 
determined to see Lockdown through at St. Ed’s and reach the other 
side!  It is safe to say that Tash has made a big impact on St. Ed’s during 
her year with us, a firm favourite amongst all of the children from 
Nursery through to Form 11, there is no doubting that her zest for 
fun and her willingness to help will be sorely missed as she returns to 
Australia on 16th December.  Tash, a big thank you from all of us here 
at St. Ed’s and this is not good bye, merely au revoir!

It seems a long time ago now, but under the cloud of Covid, the 
outstanding performance in their GCSE exams by our Form 
11s this summer did not gain the headline status that they all 
deserved!  It will go down in history as the year where public 

exams were cancelled leaving a somewhat shambolic uncertainty 
for all the pupils sitting their GCSEs, so we could not be more 
proud of our Form 11 who through adversity gained a fantastic 
pass rate of 97.5% against a national average of 78%.  Passes at 

grade 9 rose to an impressive 24% with 61% of passes at grades 
7-9 (the old A*/A) and 92% of grades at 5-9.  More than  

a quarter of our Form 11s achieved eight or more grades 7-9 
and over half of them scored one or more grade 9.   

Mr Walliker commented “It was a particularly challenging year 
for our Form 11 students and our teachers, but I was delighted 

that our girls and boys achieved such excellent GCSE results and 
I congratulate them on their hard work both at school and via 

our virtual learning platform, well done to everyone.”

20th March 2020 - the final day of school for me. After 
eleven years at St. Edmund’s it was such a shock for my final 
days to come so quickly.  The end of year eleven tends to 
be an exciting time for most. After years of work we have 
one chance to show ourselves off in our GCSE’s and then 
after that you get a ‘summer of a lifetime’.  This was not 
the case for my year group. After a lot of past papers and 
extra support from all of our teachers in case of Lockdown 
we were all left in a state of confusion. On the week of 
the 16th March, it was announced that we would not be 
sitting our GCSE exams. For many of us this was hard to 
understand. My whole time at the school had been leading 
up to this one point and then for it to be cancelled only 
a few months prior to when we were supposed to sit 
them was strangely disappointing.  We spent our last days 
as best we could, trying to cram in 2 months of leaving 
preparation into just 3 days. It was natural for us to feel sad, 
it always is when change happens, especially a monumental 
change like this.  We had no idea what our futures held and 
how long the virus would continue.  The school kept us 
updated every week with tutor zoom calls and emails 
and they did the best that they could for us, we know 
that.  But sadly, the virus continued a lot longer than 
we expected so we did not get the opportunities 

of a Prom or a proper Results Day let alone a Speech Day 
and the chance to say thank you and goodbye to all those 
people who were part of our lives at St. Ed’s. I remember 
back in May, the day our exams were supposed to begin, 
thinking about how we should all be sitting in the Drama 
Hall with Maths paper 1 staring back at us … had we had 
a lucky escape? Results day was experienced by the form 
of the internet and the comfort of our own homes, proud 
parents but no friends.  We are all still holding hope that 
one day soon a form of normality will return enabling that 
longed for celebration and moment of pride that we all 
deserve.  The summer for all of us was trapped at home. We 
all had exciting adventures to embark on over the summer, 
however very few of them went ahead. It’s too sad to think 
about because we will never get that time back.  Looking on 
the bright side as we have all learnt to do this year, it didn’t 
stop us from doing things from home – I think I watched 
the whole of Netflix (!), but I also learnt sign language and 
prepared for my next chapter of college. Currently the 
class of 2020 (class of Covid as we called ourselves) are all 

on new adventures at college and 6th forms and have 
almost finished our first term of A-levels and B-tecs. 
It’s an uncertain future, living in a pandemic, but we all 

hope for some sort of normality soon.

Class of Covid 
by Tom Burke (Form 11 Pupil 2019/2020 & lifestyle blogger)

Read more of Tom’s blogs at https://thomasjlblog.wixsite.com/website

GCSE Success

Many congratulations to Evie Harnden, Finn McEwan, 
Matilda Read, Phoebe Smith and Noah Walker for 

being awarded their prefect “Ties” at the end of 
term assembly.  Voted for by the school staff, 

the “ties” role is to support the Heads of 
the Prep School, Amelia and Rohan, and 
assume particular responsibilities in and 
around the school.  Very well deserved and 
congratulations to you all.

Announcing this year’s  
Head Choristers
Many congratulations to Phoebe Smith and Finn McEwan 
who have been awarded the elite role of Head Choristers 
this year, supported by their Deputies Albie Barlow and Evie 
Harnden.  This term has already proven to be incredibly 
busy for our Chapel Choir with the recordings of both our 
Remembrance Service and Carol Service, and, having had 
to cancel the much anticipated Choir Tour to Salzburg this 
Summer, here’s hoping that next Summer, our choristers 
will get the opportunity to sing in one of the most beautiful 
cities in the world.  Fingers crossed!  Well done Finn, Phoebe, 
Evie and Albie on your great achievement.

Thank you to everyone 
who purchased a poppy 
for Remembrance via 
our school office, we 
raised £450.20 for the 
British Legion. 

It’s a ratty business!
Form 10 have been busy learning about nutrition and digestion in their 
Biology lessons with Dr Carlin.  They were very brave and excited to 
hone their dissection skills by carrying out a rat dissection.  The rats 
were used as a model for a mammalian alimentary canal to show how 
food is consumed (ingested), broken down (digested), absorbed in the 
blood and the remaining waste egested.

Fun fact - The small intestine is about three times the length of your body 
(approximately 5-6 metres in adults) and is said to have an internal absorptive 
surface area which is about the same size of a tennis court!  Once the food 
has passed from your stomach into the small intestine it will take about four 
hours to travel through it.  Why does it take so long?  Your body absorbs 90 per 
cent of our nutrients through the small intestine, into your blood.  

You learn something new every day!



It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas….
Our end of term Winter 
Wonderland surprise for 
the children was, quoting 
a young man in Form 4 … 
“the bestest thing ever, ever, 
ever, ever!”  What better 
way to say a big thank you to 
the children for all of their 
hard work this term and 
for being such superstars in 
accepting and dealing with the 
cancellation of school trips, 
concerts, boarding nights due 
to Covid restrictions, than 
giving them their own Winter 
Wonderland!   Complete 
with our own ice rink and 
snow machine, the children 
enjoyed skating and snowball 
fights before warming up in 
our Christmas marquee with 
hot chocolate and homemade 
waffles!  A big thank you to 
our FOSE committee who 
contributed £1000 towards 
the event as well as ensuring 
the children were all kitted 
out with their own reindeer 
antlers and jingle bells!

#St. Ed’s couldn’t work out 
who had the most fun, the 
staff or the children but one 
thing is for sure, not even a 
global pandemic can take 
away the St. Ed’s community 
fun factor!



It is certainly one of the 
highlights in the Michaelmas 

Term calendar, and undoubtedly 
a sign that Christmas is just 
around the corner … it was 

time for the St. Ed’s traditional 
EYFS Nativity.  This year, 

our Nursery decking was 
transformed into a winter 

scene and it was clear to see, 
the children loved each and 
every minute of it … so did 
we!  A big congratulations to 

our Christmas Stars!

Christmas Stars
Our Friends of St. Edmund’s parent committee have been 
incredibly generous this year, donating a whole host of 
equipment to the different departments around the school, 
including books for the school libraries, Science equipment, 
Musical instruments, a TeePee for Little Ed’s Nursery and 
a 4K Camera to the Performing Arts department to name 
a few.  In fact, over £10,000 has been donated across the 
age groups and departments as a result of the St. Ed’s 
community fundraising over the past couple of years – an 
amazing achievement and thank you to everyone.
Having welcomed a new Chair this term, Julie Willcox, it 
has certainly not been an easy year for FOSE having had to 
cope with all of their fundraising events being cancelled or 
postponed. Easter Eggs, School Disco, Summer Fayre, Cake 
Sales, Bonfire Night, Quiz Night and most recently our 
traditional Christmas Fayre all unable to take place due to 
Covid restrictions.  However, in true St. Ed’s spirit, a mere 
global pandemic could not dampen the FOSE committee’s 
enthusiasm and commitment to the school community and 
the inaugural St. Edmund’s online Christmas Grotto was 
born!  A plethora of Christmas goodies were available for 
parents to buy this term, including FOSE Gin, Christmas 
puddings, branded chocolates and tote bags.  The children 
also had great fun designing their own Christmas Cards!  
Not surprisingly, just before the end of term the Grotto 
was sold out and yes, the gin sold out first!   However, this 

was not all for our hardworking FOSE committee, using 
the funds donated by our school community, they were 
able to make a brilliant Christmas Lucky Dip which they 
donated to the staff and children at the Shooting Stars 
Hospice as well as putting together a box of gifts and 
giving it to the Haslemere Food Bank … and yes, there’s 
more!  Thanks to our Christmas Jumper day donations, 
FOSE were able to donate over £200 to the local food 
banks as well as local charities including Change of Scene 
and St. Luke’s Mother and Baby group. 
It is safe to say that our FOSE Committee go above and 
beyond what is expected of them on each and every 
occasion and often combining their FOSE voluntary 
work with full time jobs as well as children and family 
life, it is outstanding what they achieve on behalf of the  
St. Ed’s community.  They are without doubt our Christmas 
Angels and our biggest of thanks go to every committee 
member for all of their hard work and commitment.  
Thank you to our FOSE Chair Julie Willcox, Assistant 
Chair Sarah Waterfield, Treasurer Claire Sutton and the 
following class Reps: Camilla O’Hare, Liz Moore, Kiruna 
King, Jane Stokes, Heather Thomas, Sophie Bowerbank, Julia 
Abbott, Victoria Christmas, Katie Wilkinson, Serena Freeland, 
Liesl Park and Lucy Wrigley – you are all superstars!



We Remembered

Due to Covid restrictions, and like many of our events this term, our 
Remembrance Service was pre-recorded and played out virtually in real time to 
all of the children in their classrooms on Wednesday 11th November at 11.00 am.  
St. Ed's was honoured to welcome old boy Captain Nick Subba Row RLC who 
joined us as our Guest of Honour and shared his thoughts on the importance 
of Remembrance.  Captain Subba Row attended St. Ed’s between1999 and 2005 
and following a Senior education at Hailybury School followed by Sandhurst 
Academy, he joined the Logistic Corps in 2014.  

Captain Subba Row spoke of his fond memories of St. Ed’s including the themed 
boarding nights, his favourite not surprisingly being The Great Escape, and he 
paid tribute to the school by saying, “one thing that St. Ed’s has given me and 
which I have carried with me throughout my career is a sense of camaraderie 
and tradition.”  He went on to talk about his experiences with the army noteably 
his expeditions to the Arctic, Canada and Namibia, and his deployments to The 
Falklands, America and Australia.  In closing Captain Subba Row concluded, 
“Remembrance is the act of paying tribute to those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice whilst protecting our borders and our way of life.  It is not just about 
those we lost in the World Wars but in any conflict where the British Military has 
been part of.  As a serving soldier, Remembrance is a poignant time to remember 
those friends and colleagues who have died in the line of duty.  Having attended 
services all over the world it is an honour to return as an OSE to this Chapel to 
remember and pay tribute in such a familiar and happy place”.  

As with all of these virtual projects, a lot of hard work went in behind the 
scenes prior and during the recordings and a big thank you to Miss Green and 
the Chapel Choir for their powerful and tender performances.  Our War Poets, 
Louis Muddle, Matilda Read, Harry Boparai, Aiden Michie, Ruby Adams, Leo 
Nikcevic, Max Richards and Dee Galway for their stirring recitals and to our two 
Trumpeters Ralph Anelay and Charlie Doyle who braved the cold wind to play 
the last post during the service.  

An incredibly moving and poignant service closing with the words of war poet 
Laurence Binyon, “At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will 
remember them.”

Forms 1 and Forms 2 Nativity
Our festive celebrations 
finished this term with 
Form 1 and Form 2’s 
traditional Nativity in the 
Chapel. Always one of our 
favourite performances of 
the year, the children were 
fantastic coping with not 
only our photographer, but 
also a video camera and 
microphones! True Nativity 
professionals! Thank you 
to Mrs Messina and Mrs 
Drinkwater for all of their 
work behind the scenes, and 
a big shout out to all of our 
Christmas stars!



Reception, Forms 1 and 2 
celebrated Harvest Festival 
this term by performing a 
wonderful assortment of 
songs and poems in the Alliss 
library.  Sadly due to Covid 
restrictions they were unable 
to perform in the Chapel as 
like previous years, but their 
new 2020 venue did not deter 
them in any way.  A big thank 
you to all of the children who 
performed their Harvest 
songs and poems, and to  
Mrs Weetman for directing 
and performing all of the 
music.  As always, the 
children’s food donations 
were given to a local Food 
Bank for those in the 
community who may need 
a little help.  Thank you 
Reception, Form 1 and 2 for 
your excellent performances 
and for your generosity and 
help for the community.

Harvest Festival

Due to Covid, a handful of traditions could not take place this term including our weekly 
Division and House meetings as year group bubbles were unable to mix.  However, this 
did not stop the important role of Heads of Division being voted for.  Customarily voted 
for by the children in their Divisions, this year the pupils who wished to be put forward 
for the role wrote a letter of application to the Headmaster detailing why they would like 
to be Divisional Leader.  The Headmaster was incredibly impressed with the letters he 
received and many congratulations to the following Leaders and Deputy Leaders of our 
newly named four Prep School Divisions:

Heads of Division
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Eat Like an Egyptian
No, this is not a story about the Bangles 
reuniting and producing a sequel to their 
hit 80’s song, but more about Form 3A’s 
history lesson with a difference.  Currently 
studying the Egyptian, this term the children 
were given the opportunity to try out a 
typical Egyptian menu which included flat 
bread, grapes, grilled onions, pomegranate 
seeds and lashings of honey … finished off 
with a delicious glass of grape juice.  The 
ancient menu received a thumbs-up from 
everyone and congratulations to all of 
Form 3 for not only being brave and trying 
out new flavours, but for also being the 
masters at how much honey you can fit on 
to one piece of flatbread!  

WOLF

LEADERS 
Thomas Coe  

and Matilda Read  

DEPUTIES 
Jess Cullen and  

Morgan Williams 

ARROW

LEADERS 
Jimmy Wilson  

and Darcey Wrigley  

DEPUTIES 
Sienna Isaacs and  

Oscar Snelling 

CROWN

LEADERS 
Rufus Killing  

and Phoebe Smith 

DEPUTIES 
Charlotte Franks and  

Daniel Morgan 

MARTYR

LEADERS 
Oscar Wadman  

and Evie Harnden  

DEPUTIES 
Emily Wells and  
Toby Williamson

Strictly Spotty!
Many congratulations to all of the children in our Little Ed’s Nursery who all took part in the Strictly Children in Need dance challenge 
this year and dressed in Spots, Stripes and Rainbow colours and danced the day away!  A big thank you to all of our EYFS parents who 
donated a fantastic £205 in total to a great cause.  Well done everyone!



Presenting
Forms 5 to 8 Showcase 2020!
What do you get when you mix a pinch of Lion King with a hint of 
Mary Poppins, adding a large splash of Witches by Roald Dahl, an 
ounce of Brother Bear, with a soupcon of School of Rock and a drop 
of The BFG combined with a healthy sprinkle of comedy, dance and 
music?  Answer: this year’s Forms 5 to 8 Showcase of course!  Many 
congratulations to every member of the cast for all of your hard work, 
talent and commitment and a special shout out for Mr Darrington,  
Mrs Weetman, Mrs Darrington, Mrs da Silva and Mrs Berridge for all of 
their efforts (and patience!) behind the scenes! “Showcase 2020 – The 
Movie” will be coming to a TV/ipad/phone near you very soon!



The St. Ed’s League
With no matches against other schools allowed this term, the Sports 
department created their very first ‘St. Ed’s League’ which took place 
across the age groups and ensured a healthy level of competition for 
everyone as well as a reason for the children continuing to work hard 
in their training sessions!  There have been many nail-biting match 
afternoon’s as the teams fought for victory and a big shout out to the 
whole of the sports department for all of their hard work in ensuring 
Covid did not put a stop to sport @ St. Ed’s.

Introducing Mr Tye (Football) and Miss Taylor’s (Netball) post league report:

In our Senior League, we had three teams: Tye’s Tiddleywinks, 
Mundy’s Munchkins and Messina’s Marshmallows. The league was 
hotly contested with it going into the final round of fixtures with 
Mundy’s Munchkins needing to win both their matches to stop 
Tye’s Tiddleywinks claiming the league. Even more pressure for 
them seeing that the final game was between Mundy and Tye! 
These two teams battled it out on the pitch, but unfortunately 
the Marshmallows were unable to register a point throughout 
the league although they did have some spirited performances. 
Tye’s Tiddleywinks came out victorious unbeaten throughout the 
3 weeks.

Seniors – Forms 10 and 11

Pos Team P W D L Points

1 Tye’s 
Tiddleywinks

4 3 1 0 10

2 Mundy’s 
Munchkins

4 2 1 1 7

3 Messina’s 
Marshmallows

4 0 0 0 0

Four teams competed in this mini-league: Balfour’s Bulldogs, 
Dashwood’s Dragons, Balfour’s Blinders and vO’s Vendetta. 
Again, this league went into the final day of fixtures with two 
teams; Blinders and Vendetta, looking to be top of the league. 
There were some good matches throughout this league and 
some top performers as well. The final match was between the 
two teams going for the league. Vendetta, who went into the 
match knowing only a win would be enough for them, were 
holding a 1-0 lead. But a crazy free kick and scramble in the 
box allowed the Blinders to equalise and earn that all important 
point they needed.

Seniors – Form 9

Pos Team P W D L Points

1 Balfour’s 
Blinders

6 4 2 0 14

2 vO’s Vendetta 6 4 1 1 13

3 Dashwood’s 
Dragons

6 1 1 4 4

4 Balfour’s 
Bulldogs

6 1 0 5 3

Unfortunately we were unable to bring the F8 tournament to its full 
conclusion as the afternoon of the finals was the day when half of the 
year group had to go into isolation but it certainly was going to be an 
exciting end.  At the top of the table going into the final set of fixtures 
we had two teams level on points: Mundy’s Mavericks and Carlin’s 
Crew. Just behind them on one point less was Taylor’s Tomahawks. 
The boys had put in some brilliant performances and matches which 
left these three teams in contention for the top spot. Unfortunately 
Messina’s Military propped up the table with 2 points but they had 
put in some fine performances and could have influenced who won 
the league.  Well done boys, you were all winners in the end!

Form 8

Pos Team P W D L Points

1 Mundy’s 
Mavericks

4 2 1 1 7

2 Carlin’s Crew 4 2 1 1 7

3 Taylor’s 
Tomahawks

4 2 0 2 6

4 Messina’s 
Military

4 0 2 2 2

The Form 7 league was contested between BP’s Battalion, Balfour’s 
Bandits, Chich’s Cavalry and Wright’s Warriors. Unfortunately for 
Mr BP, his team was out of contention pretty early on but the 
other three teams all had a chance of winning the league going into 
the final set of fixtures. Blinder’s had to hope results went their 
way for them to claim top spot whilst winning their remaining 
matches. The Cavalry only needed to win one of their remaining 
two matches to keep top spot and their match vs BP’s Battalion 
provided those points. However, it wasn’t to be the perfect 6 wins 
from 6 for the newly crowned champions as Wright’s Warriors 
managed to get some form of revenge by beating them to claim 
second spot.

Form 7

Pos Team P W D L Points

1 Chich’s Cavalry 6 5 0 1 15

2 Wright’s 
Warriors

6 4 0 2 12

3 Balfour’s 
Bandits

6 3 0 3 9

4 BP’s Battalion 6 0 0 6 0

Three teams were battling out for the Form 6 crown: Birch’s 
Brutes, Force of Francis and Tye-Fighters. The Form 6s enjoyed this 
tournament a lot and there were plenty of good footballers on 
show. However, one team stood ahead from the rest, winning all 
four of their matches. Tye-Fighters raced to league victory and only 
went behind once throughout the entire tournament, which was 
short lived in the final week of fixtures! Force and Brutes battled it 
out for position in two closely fought matches.

Form 6

Pos Team P W D L Points

1 Tye-Fighters 4 4 0 0 12

2 Tye-Fighters 4 1 0 0 4

3 Force of Francis 4 0 1 0 1

In Form 5, we had 3 teams looking to take the top spot in this league: 
Bennett’s Battalion, Mr Gun’s Gunners and vO’s Velociraptors. Going 
into the final day, the Battalion and Gunners were the two teams 
with a chance of winning the league whereas the Velociraptors had 
a chance to influence the result due to the fixtures. Gunners had 
two fixtures on the final day knowing that 3 points in either game 
was the only thing to provide them the win. Having lost one of 
them it was between them or Battalion in the final match for the 
win and the league. In a high scoring game, Battalion fought well but 
the Gunners got the job done and took the league.

Form 5

Pos Team P W D L Points

1 Gunners 4 3 0 1 9

2 Bennett’s 
Battalion

4 1 0 2 4

3 vO’s 
Velociraptors

4 1 1 2 4

The Forms 3 and 4 were mixed together and created four teams; 
Adam’s Avengers, Bennett’s Bruisers, Messina’s Mean Machine and 
Tye’s Titans. We went into the final round of fixture with three 
teams all having a chance of claiming top spot. Throughout the 
tournament, Titans, Mean Machine and Bruisers all held the top 
spot at various points. With an equal record, Bruisers and Mean 
Machine were being separated by goal difference going into the 
final week. Titans had an outside chance but needed results to go 
their way as well as winning their matches whilst Avengers were 
looking for their first point. Titans were ruled out of contention 
after their penultimate match, a narrow loss to Mean Machine 
whilst Bruisers won their match vs Avengers. In the end, Messina 
and Bennett ended up finishing level on points but Bruisers 
scored more goals throughout the tournament and claimed the 
title via goal difference.

Forms 3 and 4

Pos Team P W D L Points

1 Bennett’s 
Bruisers

6 5 0 1 15*

2 Messina’s 
Mean Machine

6 5 0 1 15

3 Tye’s Titans 6 2 0 4 6

4 Adam’s 
Avengers

6 0 0 6 0

*(Won on GD)



Battling it out between the three teams, managed by Miss Wade-
Smith, Mrs Lyall and Miss Stormonth Darling, the Form 7s managed 
to have a close tournament. The warriors came out undefeated to 
take the victory of this league. 

Form 7

The Form 6s had a great league with all teams having a win! 
However the Blue Diamonds and Taylor’s Titans didn’t do 
enough to stop the The Atomic Aussies, managed by our 
Australian Gappy, Tash, emerging victorious but it was a close 
call and great camaraderie on show with all of the teams having 
a great league. 

Form 6

Forms 3 and 4 joined forces to form their league with the The 
Tornado Taylors, managed by both Miss and Mrs Taylor battling 
through a tough few games to come out on top. With all teams 
having a win, it was a great league to witness with all the girls 
having a lot of fun and becoming competitive and enthusiastic. 

Forms 3 and 4

Pos Team P W D L LBP LP

1 Wade-Smith 
Warriors

4 4 0 0 0 12

2 Lyall's Legends 4 2 0 2 0 6

3 Darling's Divas 4 0 0 4 0 0

Pos Team P W D L LBP LP

1 Atomic Aussie's 4 3 0 1 0 9

2 Blue Diamonds 4 2 0 2 0 6

3 Taylor's Titans 4 1 0 3 0 3

Form 5s league was full of energy and friendly competition with 
the Taylor 5 taking on the Mighty Chondrias and JT’s Jesters.  Miss 
Taylors two teams had mixed results with the Taylor 5 ultimately 
coming out on top, although Mrs Caie’s Mighty Chondria team 
put up a good battle with 2 wins and losses to come out in 
second.  Well done girls!

Form 5

Pos Team P W D L LBP LP

1 The Taylor 5 4 3 0 1 0 9

2 Mighty Chondria 4 2 0 2 0 6

3 JT's Jesters 4 1 0 3 0 3

Pos Team P W D L LBP LP

1 Tornado Taylor 4 3 0 1 0 9

2 Storm Smith 4 2 0 2 0 6

3 Lightning Lyall 4 1 0 3 0 3

Well done to all of the girls 
this term – your enthusiasm, 
energy, skill and camaraderie 
throughout the competition has 
been a pleasure to watch.

Another exciting league played out with our Form 8 girls, with VS Vipers, 
the Mac Attacks and Stoneman Storms going for victory with some top 
quality netball being played all across the board. All teams had a mixture 
of wins and losses although in the end Miss Stoneman’s VS Vipers 
were the team to take home the win.  Well done girls, your effort and 
enthusiasm throughout the tournament was infectious and rewarding.

Seniors – Form 8

Pos Team P W D L LBP LP

1 VS Vipers 3 2 0 1 0 6

2 Mac Attack 3 1 0 2 0 3

3 Stoneman 
Storm

2 1 0 1 0 3

A ferocious three-team league was battled out between the Form 
9 girls. Wade-Smith Winners, had an absolutely cracking league 
where they emerged not only victorious but undefeated. The 
runner-up teams had a good few games between them with the 
Tenacious Taylors, managed by Miss Taylor, having an unfortunate 
league coming bottom with no wins, but always giving it their all, 
with the Tashmanian Devils coming in second. 

Seniors – Form 9

Pos Team P W D L LBP LP

1 Wade-Smith 
Winners

4 4 0 0 0 12

2 Tashmanian 
Devils

4 2 0 2 0 6

3 Tenacious 
Taylors

4 0 0 4 0 0

St Edmund’s  
Netball League 

Our Senior teams involved Raging Stormonth – managed by Miss 
Stormonth Darling, V4Victory – managed by Miss Stoneman, 
Lyall’s Lillies – managed by Mrs Lyall and Newton’s Law-less 
Ladies – managed by Mrs Newton. Going into the final matches 
saw the increased intensity and competitiveness of the girls. 
The Raging Stormonth’s were ‘storming’ the league with a big 
points difference between them and the other teams, resulting 
in a ferocious final performance from V4Victory, Lyall’s Lillies and 
Newton’s Law-less Ladies, however Raging Stormonth emerged 
victorious with an undefeated league and a 6 point lead! 

Seniors – Forms 10 and 11

Pos Team P W D L LBP LP

1 Raging 
Stormonth

5 5 0 0 0 15

2 V4Victory 6 3 0 3 0 9

3 Lyall's Lillies 5 2 0 3 0 6

4 Newtons  
Law-less Ladies

6 1 0 5 0 3

@ St. Ed’s Sport@ St. Ed’s Sport
Senior Lacrosse
Miss Wade Smith Reports:

This term we invited the senior pupils to participate in Lacrosse. 
Whilst the girls have previously had experience playing in the 
prep school, this was a new opportunity for the boys!  The sports 
department were excited to find that over 30 pupils wanted to 
take part and learn a new sport. We spent the early sessions 
learning the techniques and rules of the basic game before playing 
a number of adapted matches. Bench ball was a favourite and the 
pupils developed their throwing and catching skills well over the 
weeks. However, you can’t beat a full pitch match! This sport has 
been played in great spirit this term and have even inspired some 
to join external clubs which is what it is all about!  Well done 
everyone on a very different and fun term of sport.

St. Ed’s Lionesses
Huge congratulations to Emily, Evie, Sophia and Charlotte who 
have earned a place each in the IAPS Girls’ Lions Football Squad. 
They will be attending training over Easter in preparation for the 
Gothia Cup in Sweden, where 1700 teams will be competing! 

Mr Mundy Reports: The IAPS criteria for the Lions football 
squads fall into the FA four corner model of: Technical/Tactical, 
Psychological, Physical and Social abilities.  

What I look for in the St Edmund's pupils is the same corner model 
but also other aspects such as their coachability, players attitude, 
determination, willingness to learn and dedication to Girl's Friday 
Night football.  I always reward a player of the week at the end 
of every Friday night training and this does count towards their 
selection chances of me putting them forward.  The Lions is the first 
step for some of the girls in to the world of competitive football 
outside of school and hopefully potentially a long lasting love of the 
game. Similarly to the boys the opportunity playing for the Lionesses 
and at IAPS allows pupils to come up against other footballing 
academies where they could potentially get scouted and sign for a 
professional club.  Who knows, some of the girls will hopefully go 
on to become professional players in football and their journey all 
started here at St Ed's.... here’s to the future of women’s football!

It is with huge sadness we said goodbye to Miss Wade-Smith 
at the end of this term.  She leaves us in order to continue 
with her Isle of Wight beach sport business which she began 
in the Summer and has proved so successful she's expanding 
the company already!  Thank you Sophie for being such a great 
inspiration for girls sport at St. Ed's – we will miss you greatly.

Goodbye Miss-Wade Smith



Our much anticipated Shred Club officially 
began this term and not surprisingly, it has gone 
down in history as being the most popular co-
curricular option with booking availability full 
within 90 seconds of going live on the portal!  
We are honoured to have Sam Bowell and Ross 
Green join us as our resident Shred Coaches 
who, when they’re not at St. Ed’s, are the 
creators, designers and managers of Rogate Bike 
Bark, SforP and Tidworth … we are certainly 
fortunate to have MTB royalty in our midst 
at St. Ed’s!   Fridays are now spent ripping the 
trails as well as learning about bike maintenance 
and ensuring the children are learning their 
MTB skills correctly in order to ensure safe 
‘shredding’ at all times.  

Following the last Shred Club of this term, Sam 
commented, “This term has been an incredible 
journey for myself and Ross and we have 
thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it. Whilst 
working within the confines of the school has 
been a little different to the regular workings of 
our usual sessions in the bike parks, the energy 
and enthusiasm of the kids most certainly has 
not! We have seen improvements from every 
one of them, and have delighted in the growth 
of their personalities as they have become 
more confident with the scenarios and with 
ourselves. Their interaction with each other 

SHRED @ St. Ed’s

is fantastic to witness too, especially when 
someone is having a tough time - the levels 
of empathy and support they display attest 
to the strength of their characters. We look 
forward to seeing many of them return next 
term, (with lots of new bikes and kit if the 
whisperings amongst them are accurate!?!), 
and whilst we will welcome new faces into 
the fold, we will absolutely miss those who 
aren't back with us.  By this time we will have 
broken the back of winter and be looking 
forward to the spring months, gradually 
increasing daylight and (fingers crossed) 
brighter weather, but more than anything we 
will be looking to build upon the skills we 
have been working on for the last few months; 
increasing the strength in their body positions 
and their understanding of how to implement 
them; more timed runs and mini-events; and 
a whole heap more laughs from some very 
entertaining young people!”.



Usually at this time of year, all of 
the children spend a good few days 
walking up and down to St. Luke’s 
Church in Grayshott rehearsing the 
school’s annual three Carol Services.  
One of the benefits of virtual 
performances is that this year they 
only had to walk to the Chapel and 
marquee to perform their many 
carols in a winter wonderland 
sparkly setting.  The children from 
Reception through to Form 11 
worked so incredibly hard over a 
whole week of filming and a big 
thank you to Miss Green and Mrs 
Weetman for their hard work and 
commitment to making our Carol 
Service 2020 an incredibly special 
occasion for all.  

Carol Service



Creepy Crawlies!
Thankfully there were a few external 
characters who were allowed into school 
this term, namely Dolly the Python, Sugar 
Plum the Tarantula, Peanut Butter the 
Millipede, and Gary the giant African Land 
snail, all of whom paid a visit to our Little 
Ed’s Nursery!  

When the 4.30 pm bell goes at the end of our day, and most of 
us are heading home for a bite to eat and early to bed, more 
often than not Mr Mundy is on his way to Selhurst Park to do 
his “other” job, coaching at Crystal Palace FC and the Palace for 
Life Foundation.  Brought up in Newcastle, Mr Mundy started his 
sporting career at Whickham School and Sports College on a 
scholarship and whilst there, was selected to play for Newcastle 
United FC Academy, his boyhood club in Year 7.  Mr Mundy 
commented, “From Year 7 all the way through to Year 11, I lived 
and breathed football – I was never seen without a football!”  
He started coaching football during his Sports Leaders in Year 
10 where he set up his own 7-a-side local football team and it 
wasn’t before long, that his team were winning a lot of trophies.  
Sadly, just as his football career was taking off, Mr Mundy took 
a serious injury whilst playing rugby one weekend and although 
he managed to get back onto the football pitch within a year, his 
days at Newcastle United came to an end so he turned his sights 
to coaching.  In his third year at University, he got his first taste 
of top level coaching with his rival team Sunderland AFC where 
he worked closely with the likes of David Moyes, Jermaine Defoe 
and Jordan Pickford whilst coaching the U23, U21 and U18 squads.  
Whilst there, he was scouted by Chelsea FC to help coach their 
academy and foundation – too good an offer to pass, he soon 
found himself coaching Eden Hazard and John Terry’s children 
on a regular basis!  Busy with helping players at Chelsea through 
the Elite Player Performance plan and player development,  
Mr Mundy took another blow when his mother became seriously 
ill so he returned to Newcastle, putting football on hold for 
almost a year whilst he looked after his recovering mum.  Heading 
back down South he landed his role at Crystal Palace FC and the 
Palace for Life foundation where he coaches all ages and abilities 
including their Girls teams, college programme and their PAN 
Disability sessions.  If this is not enough, as well as working with 
us all here at St. Ed’s, Mr Mundy also works closely with the 
Royal Society for Blind Children coaching their footballers who 
use a bell in the ball as their aid.  Mr Mundy commented, “I love 
what I do and I am blessed by God to be coaching football.”   

Did you know …  
We are incredibly fortunate that the common room at St. Ed’s is over-flowing with 
talented staff … some of whom are even more talented than you may be aware of!  
Here’s a sneaky peak behind the scenes of two of our staff who as well as teaching  

the children their sport, also have a busy life outside the gates of St. Ed’s!

Introducing Mr Mundy  
Football Coach at Crystal Palace FC and Academy

Miss Darling who joined our sports department this term should 
have been jumping off a flight from Tokyo at the end of this Summer 
having represented Great Britain in the 2020 Olympics but sadly, 
as like many things this year, the event was cancelled due to Covid 
– Tokyo’s loss, St. Ed’s gain!  Miss Darling started gymnastics and 
swimming at the age of 2 and it was soon apparent she had a gift for 
both, commenting, “I always had a love for gymnastics and was very 
much a water baby.”  After watching the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, 
Miss Darling saw for the first time the sport of platform diving and 
within a week, at the age of 10 was having her first lesson.  Learning 
the sport at the Guildford Spectrum, she shortly became part of the 
Star diving team and after two years of diving, was allowed to leave 
school early to prioritise her diving practice.  At the age of 13 she 
was chosen to represent Great Britain and made it into the team and 
shortly after she was measured up, hands, height and feet and was 
chosen to be sponsored.  At 15 years old she was sent to Bath Diving 
and dived for them before going to dive for Southampton Diving 
Academy where she stayed for the duration of her diving career, with 
short training swaps at the London Aquatic Centre.  At this point, 
Miss Darling was competing in international competitions where 
she attended training camps around the world from Manchester to 
America.  Miss Darling has somewhat of a modest nature, so when 
asked what competitions she has won, her response merely states 
that she has won many medals and variations of titles over the years, 
yet most likely gained is the number of injuries she has sustained!  
With a 40 hour week training programme, 60% dryland and 40% 
poolside comes a lot of injuries.  Broken bones, broken part of her 
neck, toe nails falling off in the pool and constant nose bleeds from 
high pressured dives – the 10m dive is the same height as two double 
decker buses and half a car!  “It is not always the most glamorous of 
lives, but it is my favourite thing in the world!  I have worked hard to 
be one of the GB Team and it has given me a huge passion for which  
I will always be grateful.  A pupil here at St. Ed’s recently asked me two 
very important questions – 1. How many swimming costumes do  
I have? Answer: approx. 70 costumes and 2. How many medals have I 
achieved? Answer: almost 400 medals in total ….. she seemed more 
impressed with the costumes!!”

Introducing Miss Darling 
Member of the Great Britain Olympic Diving Team

A big thank you to both 
Mr Mundy and Miss 
Darling for sharing their 
careers and passions 
with us … I think the 
children here at St. Ed’s 
are lucky to be spending 
their sport lessons with 
such inspiring coaches.

Many congratulations to Wolf who won this year’s Debating Competition.  Taking place 
in year groups as opposed to Divisions this term, Mrs Hodgkins had quite the task of 
organising the numerous different debates going on around the school at one time!  
Questions posed included, “should children be rewarded with money for doing well at 
school”, “should voting be compulsory” and “should animals be killed for food.”  As you 
can imagine, the debates were incredibly lively and intense and well done to everyone who 
volunteered on behalf of their Division.   

Debating
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Thank you Lower Prep
All of the children in our Lower Prep 
took part in a backward advent calendar 
this term and instead of opening windows 
and taking something out, they opened a 
window and took something in all in aid of 
our local Foodbanks.  A true act of kindness 
and generosity, thank you to you all.

MTB News!
It was great to welcome 
our good friend Olly 
Wilkins into school 
earlier this term, who 
popped in to check the 
trails and to meet up 
with our Form 10 MTB 
trail maintenance team 
to share ideas and plans 
for an additional trail  
.... Ssshhh Shredders, 
watch this space!

Litter Picking
Form 7 delighted the residents of Grayshott Village this term by spending their activity 
afternoons’ litter picking around the village.  #communityspirit

Remembrance
#St. Ed’s could not resist 
sharing this photo with you 
all.  This is Poppy Chichester 
who being one of the 
youngest members of the 
St. Ed’s community joined 
in observing Remembrance 
Day having turned 11 weeks 
old on the 11th day of the 
11th month.



Michaelmas Assemblies

Despite our covid restrictions this term, it 
has been business as usual for our weekly 
assemblies!  Too many to squeeze in to 

one newsletter, but all of the children have 

performed brilliantly covering a whole host 

of different topics including the environment, 

memories of 2020, world travel, favourite 
hobbies and mental health.  Thank you to 
everyone for the best start to any day!



4, 3, 2, 1 … blast off!
Mrs Newton’s Form 9 classes went head 
to head this term in a water bottle rocket 
challenge where they applied the physics 
of rockets and flight to design the ultimate 
water bottle rocket.  Mrs Newton 
commented, “I was incredibly impressed 
with the enthusiasm and hard work the 
children put in to their rockets and to see 
their reactions when the rockets took off 
made all of the effort worthwhile!”

Attention!

Our Form 9s spent an amazing afternoon with the Army Youth Outreach Team earlier 
this term who visit schools and other youth organisations encouraging young people to 
maximise their potential & challenge stereotypes in life.  It’s safe to say that everyone 
had an awesome time being put through their paces by army personnel from the Tank 
Regiment, Royal Army Dental Corps, The Queen’s Guard and the Royal Logistic Corps.  

Roman Battle
Form 6 have spent their History lessons 
this term learning about the Romans, more 
specifically, Roman Army techniques.  They 
also got to make their own Roman shields 
where they then spent the afternoon out 
in the grounds practicing their own battle 
formations.  Practical learning at its very best!

Activities
With the constrictions of Lockdown 
and Tier 2, there is no doubt the 
children have missed the social side of 
life this term with sleepovers, parties 
and playdates all a distant memory at 
the moment.  But fear not, our Captain 
of Fun Mr Messina came to the rescue 
and organised the perfect smorgasbord 
of fun filled and sometimes quite 
bonkers activities for all of the children!  
Through the medium of year group 
activity nights and Saturday Activities, 
the children were able to enjoy some 
down time and social interaction 
with their friends whilst taking on the 
Messina challenges including Human 
Connect Four …. don’t ask!

Huge congratulations to CROWN who 
won this term's Divisional Competition!  
Sadly, due to our year group bubbles, 
our traditional end of term party for the 
winning division could not take place, 
but instead, to all Crowns out there, a 
massive well done and you should be 
very proud of your achievements.

Form 5 have spent their Geography 
lessons this term learning about 
sustainability and the environment.  
Part of their project was to write 
a letter to a supermarket asking 
them to reduce the unnecessary 
plastic packaging and Mrs Lyall was 
so impressed with their content 
she thought all of their letters 
were worthy of a mention in #St. 
Ed’s.  Sadly space limitations could 
not allow all of them to be shared, 
but here’s a couple for you to see.  
Cross fingers they get a reply, keep 
us posted Form 5.

Letters written by  
Henry Browning and  

Amelia Surridge

Dear Supermarket
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Saint Edmunds School 

Portsmouth Road 
Hindhead 
GU26 6BH 

25th November 2020

Dear Sir/ Madam,

My name is Henry, I am 9 years old and am 
at St Edmunds School. I am writing to tell 
you that your supermarket is using too much 
plastic packaging that is unnecessary. 

The amount of plastic is a great concern to 
our school. We know you are trying your best, 
but you need to take more action because our 
planet is in great danger. Did you know that 
approximately 100 million sea creatures die 
from plastic pollution every year.  

To tackle this problem you could use 
biodegradeable materials. You could stop 
covering vegetables like carrots and potatoes 
in plastic as they don’t need to see the 
world through a window. You could make 
individual products the same price as their 
multipack equivalents and encourage your 
shoppers to bring their own bags. 

You are in a powerful position and if you can 
follow through with some of my suggestions 
you could make a positive change to the world 
forever. 

Thank you for your time,

Henry B (5vO)

Saint Edmunds School 
Portsmouth Road 

Hindhead 
GU26 6BH 

25th November 2020

Dear Sir/ Madam,

I am writing  to you to tell you to work 
harder to reduce the amount of plastic 
packaging that you use. It is time to take 
action. This will improve the world. I go to 
St Edmunds School and in Year 5 we have been 
learning about sustainability. 

Did you know that almost every piece of 
plastic ever made still exists today! 100 
million marine animals die every year due 
to plastic. It takes about 450 years for 
one plastic bottle to break down in to the 
ground. This has to stop.

Supermarkets could make multipacks the 
same cost. Let customers bring their own 
containers so they can reuse it. Try to only 
use packaging if it is really necessary. 

You are in a powerful position and you can 
make a difference!

I hope you agree with my point of view and I 
look forward to your response. 

Thank you for your time, 

Yours sincerely,

Amelia (5vO)

Form 1 Poetry
Form 1 were inspired by the National Poetry Day theme of ‘Vision’ this 
year.  They read the poem called ‘I asked the boy who cannot see’ and 
then thought about how they might describe a colour to someone who 
had never seen colour before.  There were lots of fantastic creative 
ideas and here is Hannah’s winning entry.  Congratulations Hannah!

A visit to the Zoo
Currently focussing on animals and their natural habitat 
in their Science lessons, Forms 3 and 4 began their new 
academic year with a fantastic treat, a trip to Marwell Zoo.  
Their day began with a fact full investigative workshop, 
where the children were given the unique opportunity 
of learning about many wonderful creatures of the world.  
After lunch, the children enjoyed visiting the many animals 
that call Marwell Zoo their home including giraffes, rhinos, 
tigers and penguins … not forgetting of course the Meerkats.   
In the words of Alexsande and Oleg …. the children had 
a great day, “simples”!



Form 6 are coming to the end of their Lizard Pencil Holder Projects. They have been finished in wood 
stains, varnishes, oil or colour waxes and they look great already. They hold pen, pencil, ruler and glues. 
They also like music...well, they are rap-tiles!

Mr Robin comes to visit the DT 
workshop

Form 10 have completed a range of oak toys. These were designed for children under 5 years of age. It was great to use such a high-quality 
material and the students really rose to the challenge of working with this wood. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions we could not ask 
the Nursery children to come and test the cars for us so the students had to test them themselves. They put the toys through a thorough 
examination, looking at strength and functionality.  The 'brum brum' noises were not completely necessary at that time but it was fun!

Form 11 are part way through their major coursework project. They have done 
so well to catch up after vital workshop time was lost last term. The projects aim 
to solve a wide range of problems, including teaching aids and toys for younger 
children, jewellery storage, War Hammer storage and equipment, childrens' 
seating and musical themed furniture. 

Form 5 have been making amazing 
Shoals in school, that's shoals 
of acrylic fish themed key fobs. 
They used this to create duplicate 
designs by vacuum forming them 
several times and have also made 
chocolate moulds so they can take 
an edible version of their work 
home as well. They will look too 
good to eat...almost!  Form 5 have 
also been making Robots that 
Draw.  The robots are super for 
creating the most original works of 
art. Great if you fancy popping out 
and coming back to a new picture 
to pop up on your wall, and, they 
do it all on their own without any 
need for a pupil to put any effort 
into it. They are however rubbish 
at completing Maths prep!

Form 7 have completed two 
picture frames this term. 
They have been learning 
about plastics and wood 
while making these. They 
all did so well that I offered 
them a signed picture of their 
favourite DT teacher to put in 
the frames. No surprise, they 
politely declined this offer and 
instead brought in pictures of 
themselves with their pets. 

Form 8 are still working on their Box File designs. Made using plywood these have been designed on computer, 
cut using the laser cutter and put together using their own skills. They are the perfect size for preps, textbooks 
and A4 folders and they fit nicely into any of the school lockers to help keep things neat and tidy.



#Art in Class

F3 marble mazes

Form 7's felt skulls 
inspired by Day of  

the Dead

Form 5 created their own felt birds and fish. The 
children made the actual felt from wool fibres, then 

cut it up and sewed it into the 3d shapes!

Form 6 created their own self portraits  
in the style of Julian Opie

Michaelmas Term 
Art Competition
Mrs Harris was overwhelmed with not only the number of entries 
she received for this term’s art competition, but the incredibly high 
standard of all that she received.  With a theme “Close Up”, the 
children in From 3 through to Form 11 were allowed to use any form 
of media for their entries.  Many congratulations to the following 
winners for their outstanding competition pieces of art:

1

2

8

31.  Form 9 Winner 
Bo Carey

2.  Form 10 Winner 
Sofia Datsenko

3.  Form 11 Winner 
Libby Lloyd

4.  Form 8 Winner 
Isla Wilson

5.  Form 7 Winner 
Ellyn Johnson

6.  Form 6 Winner 
Bella Carlin

7.  Form 5 Winner 
Mimi Tuhill

8.  Form 4 Winner 
Jemima Freeland

9.  Form 3 Winner 
Evan Bowen-Perkins

4

5

6

9

7



N
ew

sl
et

te
r 

de
si

gn
ed

 b
y 

A
rt

 B
yp

as
s 

• 
07

75
2 

66
16

45
 •

 w
w

w
.a

rt
-b

yp
as

s.
co

.u
k

St Edmund’s School, Portsmouth Road, Hindhead, Surrey GU26 6BH
Tel: 01428 604808 www.saintedmunds.co.uk Editor: Emma-Jane McEwan

St. Ed’s wishes you all  
a very Merry Christmas


